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June 2, 2022 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
The Honorable Carol A. (Annie) Petsonk 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: 2022 U.S.-South Africa Combination Frequency Allocation Proceeding 
Docket DOT-OST-2022-0050  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Petsonk: 

The Orlando International Airport (MCO) write in support of the prompt allocation of the 
available U.S. — South Africa frequencies. These frequencies are valuable rights that should not 
go unused when, as in this case, there are U.S. air carriers ready, willing, and able to make use of 
them for the benefit of the traveling public and destinations like Orlando, Florida. 

Orlando was the most visited U.S. destination in 2019 (the last full year before the COVID-
19 global pandemic), with 75 million visitors. These visitors come from around the country and 
the world, including South Africa and other points in Africa. For the year ended March 2020, 
Cape Town was the fourth largest O&D point in Africa for Orlando.' 

There were 24,000 visitors to Florida from South Africa in 2019.2  Although the number of 
South African visitors was lower in 2020 and 2021 in light of the global pandemic and related 
travel restrictions, Florida still received more than 6,000 visitors in 2020 and 5,000 visitors in 2021 
from South Africa. In terms of market share for South Africa in 2018, Florida ranked third with a 
16.3% market share, behind only New York and Califomia.3 

More service options and connectivity from Cape Town and South Africa to Orlando will 
provide significant benefits to the residents, communities, and businesses in the greater Orlando 
and Central Florida areas. Each of the pending applications would provide increased service 
options and connectivity to Orlando, as well as make use of valuable, but currently unused, 
frequencies. 

According to ADI data. 
2 According to data from Visit Florida. 
3 According to data from the National Travel and Tourism Office. 

.T 

Orlando international Airport One Jeff Fuqua Boulevard, Orlando, Florida 32827-4399 407-825-2001 orlandoairports.net 



MCO therefore urges the Department to allocate the available U.S.—South Africa 
frequencies as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Kevin J. Thibault, P.E. 
Chief Executive Officer 
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